The new laboratory has been designed to provide adequate accommodation for the various independent activities in existence, and for their progressive expansion and the introduction of new activities. This laboratory approximates more nearly to the pattern outlined by Dr. Jacocks in his article and is perhaps unique in being the only institute in India which encompasses all laboratory activities in relation to curative and preventive medicine. The new laboratory functioned for some time under the public health department; but with the organization, three years ago, of a separate department for research under the young university of Travancore, it has become one of the important units of the group of laboratories belonging to that department. In spite of these administratve transitions, the service relationship with the different departments remains as before. It will therefore be seen that, although the services rendered by the various laboratories are more or less similar, their administrative position differs considerably and this fact illustrates how the laboratory more than any other institution has become the forum for the meeting of all persons engaged in the promotion of health, whether they be immediately concerned with the cure of disease or its prevention, or the planning of industry and trade.
One striking feature in the evolution of many of the laboratories is that almost all the older institutions were started for the preparation of some vaccine or other. As stated above, the [Feb., 1943 The number of diagnostic tests and techniques described or practised is so numerous that it will clearly be impossible to arrange for all these tests to be done in one laboratory. 
